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Emperor's doctor, in saying farewell, admits that lie has
told her story to the vagrant novelist; whereat she
him to secure the MS. at any price, and then secretly
whispers some words in his ear. She then says good-bye
to Titian's daughter, and sends a "dying message" to
her brother. It now appears that " Signoia Titian " was
interested in Donna Clara only because the nun was her
protegee ; once sentenced to be immured, Clara ceased to be
interesting! The lady therefore looks about for some one
else, and ends by " adopting " the novelist, with whose story
of 'The Unfortunate Nun' she is so delighted that she
promises to show it to the great Aretino, then on his way
to Eome.

There is an abrupt departure from the main stream of
narrative in the next chapter, which describes the persecu-
tion of the Eeformers in the north of Italy, their protection
by the intrepid Duchess of Ferrara, and the departure
for Eerrara of Titian and his daughter. But after this
unnecessary interlude we are taken back to the convent,
and to the horrible ceremony of the walling up of the
doomed nun. When the bricklayer has almost finished
his work, Clara's sister-nuns take farewell of her, and then
the last sacraments are administered, while from the
organ in the church is heard the solemn strain of the
J)e Profundis. The bread, water, and small lamp having
next been placed in the aperture, Donna Clara is then lose
to sight.

In the following chapter is set forth the attempt of three
pitying nuns to liberate their wretched sister. They have
to wait till near dawn, but at last they reach her cell. In
a short time they have removed some of the freshly-
mortared bricks, but they find Donna Clara already dead.
In their despair they do not hear the approach of the
vigilant abbess, who finds them in flagrant* ddicto, and
tells each that she is arrested. At the same time, Clara
being dead, she allows the body to be taken out and laid
upon the bed in the cell. The doctor is summoned, and
after his inspection he entreats the abbess to permit chapter, to the unfortunate Clara,
